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Cott boffin aims for desert drop 
Will Michael Thomas and his 

mates be able to drop a bottle of 
water from an unmanned plane 
to a lost and thirsty walker?

They hope so, and if they suc-
ceed they’ll win $50,000.

Michael lives in Cottesloe and 
works for resource giant Rio 
Tinto as an engineer.

He and his friends will com-
pete in the UAV (unmanned 
aerial vehicle) Outback Search 
and Rescue Challenge in 
Queensland next year.

“We started with a team of 
six and there are three core 
members,” Michael said.

“Over the past few months we 
have made a few key achieve-
ments.”

Michael, Geoff Chambon 
and Zac Oliver have built their 
aircraft, installed an autopilot 
system, and fl own the craft up 
to 1km away.

“We’ve tested image scanning 
algorithms which can automati-
cally detect a lost hiker and put 
together system design and a 
safety strategy,” Michael said.

“We’ve also done some stun-
ning aerial photography with a 
GoPro, attached to the plane.”

Test fl ights were carried out 
at the Rockingham salt fl ats, at 
Lake Cooloongup.

Michael’s team will be compet-
ing against 126 other entrants 
from 27 countries, including the 
US, UK, India, Indonesia, Canada, 
Brazil, France, and Iran.

In past years, other teams 
have come close to winning 
the prize.

“A team from the US found the 
lost hitchhiker and were about 
to drop the bottle of water, but it 
got stuck and missed the target,” 
Michael said.

“The following year, the same 
thing happened to another 
team.”

Michael said he had devoted 
up to 300 hours to the project.

“We’ve been at it since March, 
project managing, marketing, 
engineering, and testing,” he 
said.

“We’re getting a lot of insights 
into an important new fi eld.

“The intent of the challenge 
is to stimulate grassroots level 

interest of young talented people 
in an emerging and important 
future industry for Australia.”

Michael said he and his mates 
could do with fi nancial help.

“We need materials and 
money, about $15,000,” he 
said.

“We need autopilot hardware, 
and travel and accommodation 
are going to be a big expense.

“Sponsors would get great 
exposure and work with an 
interesting project.”

Michael went to Sydney after 
school to complete an aerospace 
engineering degree and came 
back to Perth last year to join 
Rio Tinto, where he works on 
other unmanned machines, 
including big trucks that carry 
iron ore out of the open-cut 
mines.

Contact Michael at michael.
thomas@riotinto.com. 

By DAVID COHEN

Bottle delivery … Michael Thomas, Geoff  Chambon, and Zac Oliver 
with their drone.

Madrid booze 
permit cancelled

A Claremont restaurant 
has had the extended trading 
permit on its liquor licence 
withdrawn.

Madrid, on St Quentin Avenue, 
was able to sell or supply alcohol 
without meals before last week’s 
decision.

In April, the restaurant was 
cautioned by police after serv-
ing alcohol outside its trading 
boundary.

In his decision to remove the 
permit, Liquor Licensing direc-
tor Barry Sergeant said Madrid’s 
trading had not been consistent 
with the requirements of the 
Liquor Control Act.

Mr Sergeant said the premises 
was poorly managed and the 
repeated incidents which 
drew police attention were a 
concern.

The restaurant would still 
be able to serve alcohol with 
meals. 

More meters answer 
to parking squeeze
More ticket machines will be 

installed around Cambridge 
Street to stop motorists abus-
ing free timed parking.

Seventeen new meters will 
be placed on Railway Parade 
and side streets off Cambridge 
Street, West Leederville.

“Pay parking is one of the most 
effective ways of infl uencing 
parking and travel demand,” 
council staff said.

“It is one of the essential 
transport measures necessary 
to ensure the long-term viabil-

ity of the town’s commercial 
centres.”

Paid parking would increase 
turnover of parking bays and was 
less likely to be challenged than 
the present system of chalking 
tyres, staff said. 

The meters would be placed 
outside businesses, commercial 
buildings and medical proper-
ties where timed parking was 
consistently ignored.

New machines will be in-
stalled in Southport Street, 
Railway Parade, Cambridge 
Street, Joseph Street, Station 
Street and Alexander Street. 

By LINDA CALLAGHAN

Set to soar … Michael Thomas will be droning on in an international 
competition next year.

CALL IN TO SEE OUR LARGE SELECTION OF QUALITY FURNITURE AT DISCOUNT PRICES
43 QUEEN VICTORIA ST, FREMANTLE   PH: 9430 5599

OPEN   MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 - 5    SATURDAY 10 - 5    SUNDAY 11 -  4
email: toucanfremantle@gmail.com  and  www.facebook.com/toucanfurniture

CLOSING DOWN SALE 
Oak bookcase 
100x40x200cm

2 Seater linen Chesterfield

Painted wine  table
Dia 45x60cm

Oak extension table
150/200x90x78cm

Wing upholstered 

dining chair

Large selection of rugs

Leather inlay extendable desk

French style sofa

Apollo coffee table 120x70x45cm

Apollo side table
55x55x55cm

Painted small commode
55x38x65cm

Albus bedside
55x40x60cm

Albus TV cabinet
140x43x50cm

Albus sideboard
180x45x85cm

Tero bedside
40x30x65cm

Oak butchers block
55x55x85cm

Hampton dining table
240x110x78cm

Hampton dining 

chair
55x66x100cm

Hampton d

chair

Criss cross 

dining chair

up to

60%
OFF

up to

60%
OFF

END OF LEASE


